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I. Course Description
This course is a study of the life and teaching¥estis as presented in the New Testament. Thiseceyamines the
four Gospels and the Pauline Epistles for theirsags to the contemporary world.

II. Required text
e Bible (If you need to purchase a Bible | suggHs¢ New Revised Standard Versiamm Oxford Press)

e The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the Early Chrigian Writings
Third Edition
Bart D. Ehrman
Oxford University Press, 2004
ISBN: 0-19-515462-2

lll.  Mission Statement
e The mission of Springfield College in Illinois is provide students the best liberal arts educatithe Ursuline
tradition of a nurturing faith-based environment Yepare students for a life of learning, leadprahd service
in a diverse world.

IV. Goal, Objectives and Student Learning Outcomes
A. Goal
e Upon successful completion of this course studeiithave a general understanding of the life agathings
of Jesus as presented in the New Testament anavttiénave reflected on the message relevant to the
contemporary world that is contained in the fous@s and Pauline Epistles.

B. Common Student Learning Objectives (CSLOS)
e Content Knowledge (Lifelong Learning) CK-1. Knowdaapply the central concepts of the subject matter.
e Communication Skills (Lifelong Learning and Leadmsp$ CS-1. Communicate effectively in oral and verit
forms.
e Problem Solving Skills (Lifelong Learning and Leestgp) PS-2. Seek information and develop an irtidep
knowledge base, grounded in research.
e Global Perspectives (Diversity) GP-1. Recognizeitigortance of diversity of opinion, abilities aadltures.

C. Course-based Student Learning Objectives (CBSLOS)
e Upon completion of the course, students will beeabldemonstrate their mastery of the followingnéegy
outcomes, addressing the following CLSOs (in pdresgs):

= CBSLO-1. To define the mission and teachings aisles revealed in the four Gospels. (CK-1, CS
1, GP-1).

= CBSLO-2. To describe the various books of the Nestdment according to their genre. (CK-1,
CS-1).

= CBSLO-3. To articulate the meaning of the messag¢amed in the Four Gospels and Letters of
Paul and how they relate to the contemporary w@ks 1, GP-1).

= CBSLO-4. To apply various methods of scripturatlgtu(CK-1, PS-2).

= CBSLO-5. To evaluate the importance of the New dregnt for the world today (CK-1, CS-1, GP-
1).



V. Teaching methods
e Lecture
e Class discussion
e Group activities

VI. Course requirements
e Attendance Policy
e Regular attendance is required. Students aretify tive instructor via email regarding an abseacd

are personally responsible for getting class niotes another student. All unexcused absences will
result in a reduction of 1 point.
e Reading Assignments
e Reading assignments for each session are inclutdgt WIll: Topical Course Outline
e Written Assignments
o Areflection paper (4-5 pages) that compares feald teachings of Jesus that are revealed ifotine
Gospels. (CBSLO 1, 3, 5)
o Areflection paper (4-5 pages) on a message cadainthe undisputed letters of Paul and how it is
relevant for the contemporary world. (CBSLO 158,You may choose one of the following topics:
e The significance of Adam
Paul’s view of the cross
The Significance of Abraham
The Gifts of the Spirit
Baptism
Women in the Pauline community
Or a topic determined in consultation with therinstor

e Examinations

e There will be mid-term an final exams (CBSL 1-@hese will be a combination of objective and essay
guestions.

e Cell Phone Policy
e All cell phones are to be turned off before entgitime classroom. If a cell phone rings duringsthge
student is to leave the classroom and not retAmunexcused absence will result.
e Ifthereis a valid reason for a cell phone to bptlon vibrate (it may not ring), please notify the
instructor before class and if necessary a studegtleave the room to answer a call then retuahatss.
e Class Participation
e Students are expected to actively listen in classadfer appropriate comments to the class disonssi
e Questions pertinent to the course material arelzaged.

VII. Means of Evaluation Final grades will be based on assignments, clagiipation, attendance, and exams and
weighted as follows

e Exams: mid-term (60 points) final (74 points)
e Reflection papers (each is worth 25 points witbtaltof 50 points)
e Class participation (16 points)
e The total number of points is 200

Grade| Points

A 180 - 200
B 160 - 179
C 140 - 159
D 120 - 139
E 0-119

e Plagiarism. Plagiarism is defined as follows: "The deliberatel &nowing presentation of another person's origina
ideas or creative expressions as one's own. Génegrtalgiarism is immoral but not illegal. If tlexpression’s creator
gives unrestricted permission for its use and 8e alaims the expression as original, the usenutsplagiarism
but does not violate copyright laws. If the oridie&pression is copied without permission, the iglagt may violate
copyright laws, even if credit goes to the creatard if the plagiarism results in material gainmiay be deemed a
passing-off activity that violates the Lanham A@lack's Law Dictionary, 8th ed. (2004), p. 118M¢ Lanham Act,



VIII.

3
15 U.S.C,, is the federal law regulating trademéwkiso useful to establish guidelines for delinegtplagiarism is
Diana Hacker's definition: "Three different acts aonsidered plagiarism: (1) failing to cite quiatas and borrowed
ideas, (2) failing to enclose borrowed languagguatation marks, and (3) failing to put summaried paraphrases
in your own words.'(A Writer's Referencdyy Diana Hacker, Bedford St. Martin's Press, 2@@8e 331.) Some
instances of plagiarism may, in fact, be violatiohsopyright law and subject to prosecution. Ti& Student
Handbook lists plagiarism as a serious breach mflect standards and will result in disciplinaryiat

o Plagiarism Policy: If there is sufficient evidence that a studeptper was intentionally plagiarized, the student
will receive a failing grade for the course.

Topical Course Outline

Thurs., October 19 (In preparation for this clasad Ehrman pp. 1-45; 231-249)

= Introductions

= Review of syllabus and overview of the text

= Introduction to the New Testament
e Chapter 1: What is the New Testament? The Edrhys@ans and Their Literature

= Introduction to the political, social and religiocsntext of the early Christian writings
e Chapters 2: The World of Early Christian Tradigon
e Chapter 15: Jesus in Context

= Assignment for next class: read the Gospel of Maxtk Erhman pp. 48-90

Thurs., October 26
= The Greco-Roman Context, The Gospel of Mark animaduction to the Synoptic Problem
e Chapter 3: The Traditions of Jesus in Their Grieooran Context
e Chapter 4: The Christian Gospels: A Literary &listorical Introduction
e Chapter 5: Jesus, the Suffering Son of God
= Assignment for next class: read the Gospel of Matt the Gospel of Luke, and Erhman pp. 92-130

Thurs., November 2
= The Gospel of Matthew and Luke and the applicatiothe Synoptic Problem
= Introduction to Redaction Criticism and the CompigeaMethod
e Chapter 7: Jesus, the Jewish Messiah
e Chapter 8: Jesus, the Savior of the World
= Assignment for next class: read the Gospel of dotthErhman pp. 154-175 and study for the mid-&xam.

Thurs., November 9
= The Gospel of John and Mid-term exam
e Chapter 10: Jesus, the Man Sent from Heaven
= Assignment for next class: read Ehrman pp. 21Q-220-283.

Thurs., November 16

= The Historical Jesus
e Chapter 13: The Historical Jesus: Sources, Rrahlend Methods
e Chapter 14: Excursus: The Historian and the Brolf Miracles
e Chapter 15: The Apocalyptic Prophet
e Chapter 16: From Jesus to the Gospels

= Assignment: Reflection paper (5-6 pages) that @egpthe life and teachings of Jesus as revealbe ifour
Gospels. Due November 20, 2006. Read the undidpetters of Paul: 1 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 @uaains,
Galatians, Philippians, and Philemon, and Ehrmar2gp-347

Thurs., November 23 hanksgiving Day — No Class

Thurs., November 30

= Paul, the Apostle and Writer
e Chapter 18: Paul the Apostle: The Man and Hissiis
e Chapter 19: Paul and His Apostolic Mission
e Chapter 20: Paul and the Crises of his Churches



= Assignment: Read Romans and Ehrman pp 348-3664385

e Thurs., December 7
= Paul's Letter to the Romans and the life of WomeRarly Christianity
e Chapter 21: The Gospel According to Paul: Thedrdb the Romans
e Chapter 24: From Paul's Female Colleagues to #is¢oPs Intimidated Women: The Oppression of Women
in Early Christianity
= Assignment: Study for the final exam. Prepareflection paper on a message in Paul’s undispetésrs that
has particular relevance to our contemporary world.
e You may choose one of the following topics:
The significance of Adam
Paul’s view of the cross
The Significance of Abraham
The Gifts of the Spirit
Baptism
Women in the Pauline community
Or a topic determined in consultation with therinstor

e Friday, December 8
= Oral presentation of students’ reflection papee. cBeative and interesting in your presentatioou #re to
present the information contained in your papernybutare not to read your paper to the class.ou(graded
paper will be given to the Adult Accelerated Offitee day after grades are due (December 12).ulfnish to
have your paper mailed, please supply a self-agdeldestamped envelope.)
=  Final Exam

IX. Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

e Please Note: Springfield College in Illinois proggindividuals with disabilities reasonable accordatimns to
participate in educational programs, actives andass. Students with disabilities requiring accoodations to
participate in class activities or meet course ireguents should contact the director of the Reso@enter as
soon as possible.

X. Assessment
e Goals, objectives, and learning outcomes thatheilassessed in the class are stated in this sylial&ections
IV and VI. Instructor will use background knowledgebes, one-minute papers, reflective essays aother
Classroom Assessment Techniques as deemed nedessadgr to provide continuous improvement of
instruction. Students are required to take paalliassessment measures

XI. lllinois Articulation Initiative
e REL 217-70 has been approved by the lllinois Attiion Initiative as meeting the criteria stipulfer
iTransfer Course H5 901 (as follows).
e H5901: Foundational Religious Texts (3 semesterexlits)
The humanistic study of one or more of the fourmtati documents of the world's major religions, saslthe
Hebrew Bible, the New Testament, the Qur'an (Kqranjhe Vedas



