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SOCL - 291 Child Maltreatment

Course Description:
Examination of Child maltreatment in our society, including a working definition, types,
demographics, impact, investigation of reports, prevention and, treatments for victims and
perpetrators of child maltreatment.

Textbook and Materials
Required:  Miller-Perrin, C. L. and Perrin, R. (2007). Child Maltreatment: An
Introduction. 2" Ed. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Optional (recommended):
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. (2001).
5th Ed. Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association.

Goals, Objectives, Student Learning Outcomes, and Classroom Assessment Techniques

A. Goals:

e Students will have a general understanding of the various types of child maltreatment.

¢ Students will have and demonstrate knowledge of the magnitude and the devastating effects child
maltreatment has on the individual and society as a whole.

e Students will have a general understanding of why child maltreatment is so rampant in our society.

e Students will demonstrate their knowledge of a particular aspect of child maltreatment by completing a
term paper on an approved topic.

¢ Students will have a general understanding of prevention and treatment efforts.

e Students will demonstrate an understanding of the importance of public awareness regarding
the scope of child maltreatment and it's consequences.

B. Objectives:

o To examine the demographics, prevalence, and types of child maltreatment.
o To examine major sociological and psychological theories related to child maltreatment.
e To give students the knowledge necessary to help interrupt the cycle of child maltreatment.



C. Student learning outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

Identify key theoretical ideas as they relate to child maltreatment

Identify differences between types of child maltreatment

Describe how child maltreatment effects individuals and communities
Demonstrate the ability to use published sociological and psychological research
Correctly document research sources using APA format

Prepare and present information in written and oral formats.

D. Classroom Assessment Techniques

Student learning will be assessed by pre and post-testing, assignment assessments and group
discussion, with feedback from peers.

Teaching Methods/Delivery System

Students will be provided pertinent course information through assigned readings, class discussions, group
projects, lectures, guest speakers and guided individual research.

Course Requirements

Attendance policy

Attendance is essential for success in this course due to the limited number of class meetings that are
scheduled. If absence is absolutely necessary, please contact the instructor before the missed class.
Students are responsible for attaining material missed during class.

Written assignments

Students will be required to submit a term paper, 5-7 pages in length, double-spaced, using APA format.
This paper must contain at least 3 reference citations obtained from peer-reviewed scholarly journals that
are not assigned readings. More detailed information will be discussed in class.

Students will create and distribute an outline as part of their individual presentation.

*Plagiarism, the presentation of work created by someone else as one’s own, will result in failure of the
assignment. (See Black’s Law for plagiarism definition.)

Means of Evaluation

Students are given the opportunity to earn 100 points through papers, presentations, group
discussion/participation and a final exam.

Task Possible points
Term paper (5-7 pages) 25
Individual reaction journal 20
Individual presentation/handout 20
Final exam - Essay/take home portion 15
In-class portion 15
Participation/Attendance 5
The grading scale is as follows: 90-100 A
80 - 89 B
70-79 C
60 — 69 D



VII.

Topical Course Outline

Date Reading Assignment Topics Other
(Read before class)

6/21 Preface, Chapters 1 & 2 History of child Answer
maltreatment, definitions, discussion
demographics, theoretical | questions at the
and methodological end of chapters 1
issues, and 2.

Write in reaction
journal

7/5 Chapters 3 & 4 Physical abuse, sexual Answer
abuse, effects, treatment discussion
for victims and offenders guestions at the

end of chapters 3
and 4.

Write in reaction
journal

7119 Chapters 5,6, & 7 Child neglect, child Answer
psychological discussion
maltreatment (emotional guestions at the
abuse), exposure to end of chapters
violence, bullying, sibling 5,6and?7.
abuse, institutional child Write in reaction
maltreatment, exploitation | journal

8/2 Responses to child Answer
maltreatment: Child discussion
welfare system, legal guestions at the
system, cultural end of chapters
differences in child 8 and 9.

Chapters 8 & 9 rearing, responder Write in reaction
burnout, false allegations, | journal
mandated reporting

Take home
portion of final
exam

8/16 Chapters 10 Working towards a Answer

& 11 decline in child discussion
maltreatment through guestions at the
prevention, causes of end of chapters
child maltreatment, 10 and 11
cultural acceptance of Write in reaction
violence, CASA, public journal
policy, lobbying, In class
education )

Final Exam

VIIl.  Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
Springfield College in lllinois provides individuals with disabilities reasonable accommodations to participate
in educational programs, activities, and services. Students with disabilities requiring accommodations to



participate in college-sponsored programs, activities, and services or to meet course requirements should
contact the Director of the Resource Center as early as possible.



